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Genetically modified (GM) crops gained attention in southern Africa as countries are
struggling with food insecurity and poverty to achieve sustainable development. The
controversy around GM crops have provoked heated debates. GM crops are often
perceived as a global risk to human health and the environment. The research question
is what are the perceptions of environmental educators regarding the use of GM crops
toward sustainable development. In the Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development environmental educators will need to be key role players in addressing
crucial issues such as GM crops. Their perceptions hold many implications for
educational programmes.   Environmental educators interviewed perceive GM crops as
a serious issue. As mediators in a multidisciplinary setting between science and society,
environmental educators can play a functional role. Open processes that require greater
participation, criticality and reflexivity need to be facilitated in a complex biophysical and
social context in southern Africa.
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